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to show to Raja Shahu the respect which was felt for the traditions
of Shivaji and his commanders, and before long every dissatisfied
Delhi faction sought to obtain Shahu's help in furtherance of its
own interests.
This enlargement of the sphere of Maratha influence brought
on in its train a considerable modification of the civil constitution
laid down by Shivaji when he ascended the throne. The leading
features of the old Ashtapradhan or Council arrangements have
been described'in a former chapter.   Sambhaji's misrule and the
subsequent conquest of the Deccan by Aurangzeb practically set
aside this constitution. Rajaram indeed tried to build it up in his
court at Gingi, but in the troublous times of  the  war,  such  a
constitution could not be expected to work on its old lines.   The
necessities of the times required that power should be placed in
strong hands, whether civil or military, and this had to be done
at any cost    Pralhad Niraji virtually ruled the councils of the
Maratha forces during the eventful years of the great seige at Gingi,
and on his death, Rajaram, when he returned to the Deccan, was
so heavily weighted with the cares of the war that the Ashtapradhan
Council was virtually in abeyance when the war was brought to
an end. When Shahu was seated on his throne at Satara, an
"attempt was made to revive the Council of the eight great ministers,
but the arrangement was not suited to the altered circumstances.
The Ashtapradhan Council was no doubt set up by Shivaji with
great foresight, but it presupposed   a  well   ordered   centralized
government.   In the absence of such a government, it could not be
expected to work in accord with its old traditions, and Shahu
had not the virtues of his grandfather, and did not inspire that
confidence which was felt by all classes in the arrangements made
by Shivaji.   Moreover, the Council might work well for a small
kingdom confined within narrow limits, but when, in consequence
of the war, the Marathas spread over the whole country, from the
Nannada to the Kaveri, and the leaders were holding possessions
in detached places surrounded by the entire power of the Moghuls,
these   conditions   tor  success   were   greatly   wanting,   and   the
Ashtapradhan    arrangement    naturally    broke    down.    Balaji
Vishwanath saw this instinctively, and he adapted himself to the
altered circumstances of the time. The Councillors still retained
their dignities in Shahu's Court at Satara, but real power and
control did not remain in their hands except only in name, when
they had to regulate Dabhade's armies in Khandesh and Bhonsle's
conquests in Berar, and to fight with the Moghul governors on
the east and the south beyond the limits of the Maratha territory
proper.   The   separatist elements were  always powerful  in the